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SUBJECT: VIEWS OP PERNANDEZ ORDONEZ 

1 . DURING A PRIVATE LUNCHEON CONVERSATION WITH THE CHARGE 
ON APRIL 25, PRANCISCO PERNANDEZ ORDONEZ, PRESIDENT OP THE 
PARTIDO SOCIAL DEMOCRATA (PSD) AND A LEADER OP CENTRO 
DEMOCRATICO, EXUDED ENTHUSIASM ABOUT THE CENTRO'S ELECTORAL 
PROSPECTS (30-40PERCENT OP THE TOTAL, HE THOUGHT) AS THE RESULT 
OP WHAT HE TERMED SUAREZ' DECISION TO PRESENT HIMSELP AT 

THE HEAD OP CENTRO'S MADRID LIST POR THE LOWER HOUSE. 

ACCORDING TO ORDONEZ, THIS DECISION WOULD BE ANNOUNCED 

ALTER SUAREZ RETURNED PORM HIS US TRIP, POSSIBLY AS LATE 

AS MAY 7 (THE EVE OP THE LAST DAY FOR PRESENTATION OP CANDIDACIES). 
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2. PERNANDEZ ORDONEZ VIEWED THE SURPRISE RESIGNATION OF 
PUBLIC WORKS MINISTER CALVO SOTELO IN ORDER TO PARTIC- 
IPATE IN THE CONTEST AS A MASTER STROKE ON SUAREZ' PART. 

THE CALVO SOTELO NAME (THE MURDER OP HIS UNCLE, A CON- 
SERVATIVE CORTES DEPUTY, IN 1936 SET IN TRAIN EVENTS 
WHICH CULMINATED IN THE CIVIL WAR) IDENTIPIED WITH 

THE CENTRO WOULD BRING A WINDPALL OP CONSERVATIVE 
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SUPPORT THE CENTRO WHICH MIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE GONE 
TO ERAGA'S ALIANZA POPULAR (AP). 

3. EERNANDEZ ORDONEZ WAS QUITE CANDID IN POINTING OUT 
THAT, WITHOUT SUAREZ' DIRECT SUPPORT, THE CENTRO WOULD 
HAVE BEEN IN SERIOUS ELECTORAL TROUBLE; WITH IT, HE 
ESTIMATED IT WOULD EASILY BE THE PLURALITY COALITION. 

IN FACT, HE ELAGGED THE DIEEICULTY CENTRO WOULD EACE IN 
PORTRAYING ITSELE AS A COALITION COLLABORATING WITH 
SUAREZ, RATHER THAN ONE BEING USED BY HIM, AS A SIGNI- 
EICANT POTENTIAL PROBLEM AND ONE WHICH COULD AEEECT THE 
LEGITIMACY OE THE CONTEST. HE HAD PARTICULARLY HARSH 
WORDS FOR AP, REFERRING TO IT AT ONE POINT AS "EASCIST ", 

AND WAS CRITICAL OP HIS OWN COALITION PARTNER, PARTIDO 
POPULAR (PP), ECHOING GIL ROBLES' REPORTED CONTENTIONS 
(MADIRD 3114) THAT IT WAS MADE UP OF OPPORTUNISTS, ITS 
PROVNICIAL LEVEL PEOPLE WERE TOO PAR RIGHT, AND IT HAD 
NO DEPINABLE PARTY LINE. 

4. THE RUIZ GIMENEZ/GIL ROBLES CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIS WERE 
TO GIVE THEIR PINAL ANSWER CONECERNING A CD-CENTRO 
ELECTORAL COALITION THE AFTERNOON OP APRIL 25. PERN- 
ANDEZ ORDONEZ DID NOT KNOW WHAT THAT ANSWER WOULD BE, 
NOT DID HE APPEAR CONCERNED EITHER WAY. (SOME OTHERS 

IN THE CENTRO WERE CONCERNED, HE SAID, OVER THE 
PROSPECTIVE OVER-POPULATION OP THE CENTRO AND THE 
DIPFICULTIES IT RAISED POR ELECTORAL LIST DRAPTING.) 

WHATEVER THE CD'S DECIDED, FERNANDEZ ORDONEZ BELIEVED 
THAT A POST-ELECTION COALITION GROUPING THE CENTRO, THE 
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CHRISTAIN DEMOCRATS AND CENTRIST ELEMENTS FROM CATALONIA 
(PUJOL, TRIAS FARGAS AND CANELLAS) WOULD BE ABLE TO 
PORM A GOVT, EVEN IF A MINORITY ONE, WITH TACIT SOCIAL- 
IST (PSOE) SUPPORT. HE THOUGH ANY CENTRO- AP POST- 
ELECTION COALITION OUT OP THE QUESTION IN VIEW OP AP'S 
INCREASINGLY STRIDENT POSTURE AND WHAT HE TERMED ITS 
"OPPOSITION TO THE KING," BUT HE DID NOT RULE OUT THAT 
MORE CENTRIST AP ELEMENTS (UNSPECIFIED) WOULD BREAK 
AWAY TO COOPERATE WITH THE CENTRO AFTER ELECTIONS. 

5. LOOKING BEYOND ELECTIONS-AND ASIDE PROM CONSTITU- 
TION-DRAPTING-PERNANDEZ ORDONEZ SAW THE ELABLORATION 
AND IMPLEMENTATION OP AN ECONOMIC/SOCIAL STABILIZATION 
PLAN AS ESSENTIAL. HE SAID HIS STAFP OP ECONOMISTS 

HAD ALMOST COMPLETED A DRAPT TWO-YEAR PLAN WHICH 
WOULD, INTER ALIA, ATTEMPT TO REDUCE INPLATION TO 
ABOUT I2PERCENT PROM ITS CURRENT LEVEL, WHICH HE ESTIMATED 
AS SOME 30PERCENT, WHILE ALSO DEALING WITH UNEMPLOYMENT. 
AS HE PUT IT, JUST AS IT HAD TAKEN A "PRANCOIST"- 
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SUAREZ- TO DISMANTLE THE ERANCO SYSTEM, SO IT WOULD 
HAVE TO BE LEADERS OE THE MIDDLE CLASS WHO TOOK THE 
LEAD IN IMPLEMENTING THOSE EINANCIAL REEORMS NECESSARY 
TO ESTABLISH A BROADER CONSENSUS ON SPAIN'S ECONOMIC 
SYSTEM. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, HE MADE IT QUITE 
CLEAR THAT HE PREFERED NOT TO TAKE ON THE THANKLESS 
TASK OE EINANCE MINISTER IN THE NEW GOVT, BUT HE 
RELUCTANTLY ADMITTED THAT HE MIGHT WELL BE THE ONLY 
ONE SUEEICIEMOLY TRUSTED BY THE BANKING ESTABLISHMENT 
AND MORE CONSERVATIVE SECTORS GENERALLY TO GET THEM 
TO BITE THE BULLET. 

6. IN OTHER SPECULATION REGARDING THE GOVERNMENT ALTER 
ELECTIONS HE HAD CANELLAS (WHO HE SAID HAD BECOME CLOSE 
TO SUAREZ), ALVAREZ DE MIRANDA, GARRIGUES WALKER, 
MORODO, TRIAS EARGAS, AND CAL VO SOTELO AS WELL AS HIM- 
SELE BECOMING MINISTERS. HE EXPECTED GUTIERREZ MELLADO, 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 MADRID 03166 26I447Z 

OREJA AND LA VILLA TO STAY, BUT DID NOT SPECIEY ANY OTHERS 
WHO HE THOUGHT WOULD REMAIN. HE THOUGH RUIZ GIMENEZ 
MIGHT RUN EOR THE SENATE AND BECOME PRESIDENT OE THE 
SENATE.EATON 
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